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an important and, as may appear, a salutary movement by Latin writers for 
the enrichment of the written speech. 

The most suggestive chapters in Miss Brock's work deal with Archaism, 
Fronto's Theory of Oratory and Style, Fronto as a Literary Critic and 
Fronto's Vocabulary and Style. The conclusions reached impress one as 
sound, and are certainly the result of a careful study of all the literature in 
any way concerned with these topics. In addition to a complete bibliog- 
raphy, there are numerous footnotes containing exact references to the 
authorities cited. Since many important contributions to this subject have 
appeared only in periodicals, the exhaustive references here contained are 
particularly valuable. The elaborate appendix on African Latinity has the 
same merits as the foregoing, though it contains little that may be called 
original. The theory of a peculiar literary language indigenous to Africa 
hardly requires further reputation, since it has been abandoned and exploded 
by its chief apostle. Miss Brock reviews and compresses the scattering dis- 
cussions of this theory and, in support of her negative conclusions, presents a 
collection of so-called Africanisms, paralleled, so far as possible, by similar 
examples from non-African authors. This collection, with the appended 
bibliography, might well serve as an introduction to the study of Vulgar 
Latin. 

Besides these features there is added a fairly full selection from the 
Letters of Fronto, with a translation which is generally adequate. The text 
alone represents considerable labor, as it owes much to conjectures pub- 
lished in various periodicals since the appearance of Maber's edition. The 
intrusion of "ad" in iv. 3, 1. 52, "ad significando,." seems to require some 
explanation. In the famous Fable on Sleep, the rendering of "Iunonem 
partus plerosque nocturnos ciere," "that Juno gave birth to most of her 
children at night," is quaintly ambiguous, if not a palpable mistranslation. 
It is possible also to doubt some other interpretations, for example, on "feci 
compendium" (i. 1. 3.), but there is surprisingly little place for unfavorable 
criticism in this thoroughly interesting and valuable piece of work. 

Keith Preston 
Northwestern University 



The Religious Experience of the Roman People from the Earliest 
Times to the Age of Augustus. By W. Warde Fowler, M.A. 
London: Macmillan, 1911. Pp. xviii+504. 

In this work Professor Fowler has collected the two series of Gifford 
Lectures which he delivered in 1909-10 at Edinburgh University. To 
each lecture he has appended numerous notes which give references to 
ancient and modern authorities together with many obiter dicta. This 
arrangement is a good one, affording the general reader an uninterrupted 
view of the development of religious ideas among the Romans, and giving 
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the specialist ample material for the investigation of abstruse questions. 
Adopting in Lecture I Professor I. W. Howerth's definition of religion as 
"the effective desire to be in right relation to the Power manifesting itself in 
the universe," he discusses the difficulties of the subject and the proper use 
of evidence furnished by archaeology and anthropology; in Lectures II and 
III he treats the survivals in later times of the magic and taboo of the primi- 
tive ages; in IV, the more developed and animistic worship of the early 
agricultural family; in V, the beginnings of organized state-religion as shown 
in the "Calendar of Numa;" Lectures VI and VII are devoted to a consider- 
ation of the early Roman ideas of divinity and the character of their deities; 
VIII and IX treat the rites pertaining to sacrifice, vows, purifications, etc. ; 
X summarizes the merits and defects of this early stage and explains the later 
influx of new gods and new conceptions. 

In the second series the topics are: (XI) admission of Greek deities 
into the state-worship and the influence of the Sibylline Books; (XII and 
XIII) the work of the pontifices and augurs; (XIV) the prodigies and 
religious panic during the war with Hannibal; (XV) the manipulation 
of religious institutions for political purposes and the excesses of foreign 
cults in the second century B.C.; (XVI and XVII) the influence of Greek 
philosophy and mysticism on the religious beliefs of the last centuries of the 
Republic; (XVIII) Virgil as the exponent of Roman religion, especially 
of pietas; (XIX) the Augustan revival of worship; (XX) the contribution 
of Roman religion to Christianity. The book closes with several appendices 
on mooted questions such as the Lupercalia and the pairs of deities named 
in Aulus Gellius xiii. 23. 

It is impossible in this review even to mention all the merits of these 
lectures, which are a mine of information upon Roman religion and contain 
many suggestions for other fields of study. However, the reviewer is especially 
impressed with the sane remarks on the proper use of evidence upon the 
subject; the vivid portrayal of the simple religion of the early farmers; 
the vindication of Roman prayers and ritual from the charges of dull for- 
malism and of mercenary bargaining; the clear description of the work of 
the pontifices in systematizing the worship; the brilliant description of the 
new ceremonies introduced to allay the panic during the Second Punic 
War; and the account of Virgil's work in reviving faith by the example of 
Aeneas' pietas. 

Dr. Fowler adheres closely to the principles which he lays down on p. 7 
of the book, viz., to keep the subject in continual touch with Roman history, 
and to exercise all possible care in dealing with the technical matters of 
religion. The reader becomes absorbed in the volume as a history, not only 
of Roman religion, but also of the development of the nation; and the accu- 
racy and sober judgment with which the author has sifted the evidence on 
doubtful points are everywhere conspicuous. Thus he admits the presence 
of taboo and magic in many religious rites, but sees no sign of totemism. 
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He convincingly refutes Frazer's theory of the magician-king (pp. 49-53) 
as well as his theory of married deities. He advances strong arguments 
against Wissowa's conjecture that the Argei represented Greeks who were at 
some earlier period sacrificed by drowning. On the other hand, he supports 
Wissowa's explanation of the indigitamenta as forms of invocation. 

Furthermore, many original suggestions and theories occur. One of 
these, of especial interest to students of literature, deals with the manner 
of singing the Carmen Saeculare. On p. 108 it is conjectured that the Flamen 
Dialis, whose bondage to the taboos imposed upon him points to a very 
primitive origin, was the representative of the ancient priest of Juppiter 
Latiaris, who was transferred to Rome when that city became the chief 
center of Latium. The sacrificial words made esto are explained (pp. 182 ff.) 
as based on the idea that "a mystic current of religious force passed through 
the victim from priest to deity and perhaps back again." As a solution 
of the vexed problem of the original function of Mars the author suggests 
(pp. 132 ff.) that the god was not a spirit of either agriculture or war alone, 
but a divinity of the wilder regions on the outskirts of civilization, to be 
propitiated both for help against enemies beyond, and for the protection of 
crops and cattle within, the boundaries of human activity. 

On p. 77 we find the theory that the Lar was not the spirit of the supposed 
founder of the family, but presided over the ground belonging to a house- 
hold; and that his cult was introduced into the house through the slaves 
who were allowed to participate in the worship of these Lares Compitalicii 
at the hearth as well as at the compita. This view, however, rests upon a 
rather narrow definition of the word compitum and upon an ambiguous quota- 
tion from Cato De Agricultura 5, which is open to another interpretation. 

The appearance of the volume is exceptionally good. Misprints and 
other errors are rare. For the word "latter" on p. 416 "former" should be 
read. On page 45, the Classical Quarterly is meant. 

Harold L. Axtell 

University of Idaho 



The Works of the Emperor Julian. With an English translation 

by Wilmer Cave Wright, Ph.D. Vol. I. "Loeb Classical 

Library." New York: Macmillan, 1913. $1.50. 

This first volume contains the two panegyrics on Constantius, the 

panegyric in honor of Eusebia, and the two difficult nee-Platonic essays, 

the hymn to King Helios, and the hymn to the Mother of the Gods. Mrs. 

Wright was well equipped for her task, and has accomplished it in a fashion 

that does not disappoint the expectations raised by her dissertation on 

Julian and her history of Greek literature. The translation is smooth, 

accurate, and idiomatic. The brief introductions place the reader at the 

right point of view. The footnotes supply all needed dates and references 



